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Transformation of long standing common systems into new directions requires 
new ways of thinking fuelled by creative processes. Realizing “Cities of Short 
Distances’ demands an extension of the creative expressway in order to be able 
to shorten the physical roads.  
 
Keynote seminar by professor Chris Ryan: 
“Now for the BIG shift in the built environment: buildings as restorative 
elements (beyond zero carbon to designing for resilience)” 
 
Professor Chris Ryan is invited by Realty to present his visions on sustainable development. 
He has been part of some of the earliest sustainability approaches and projects in his home 
country, Australia, particularly in Melbourne, where today sustainability is high on 
everyone’s agenda Ryan is fully dedicated to global sustainable development and has 
travelled and educated the world on his quest to create a new vision of sustainable systems, 
processes and products and built environments.  
Currently he resides in Europe, where he is an Erasmus Mundus Fellow, researching and 
writing around the transformation to systems of production and consumption and urban 
resilience and the idea of "Cities of Short Distances" which describes scenarios and visions of 
a transformed urban realm where the distance between production and consumption is 
reduced to increase resilience and energy efficiency and reduce green-house gas production.  
Ryan is an avid presenter and teacher by nature having worked in the corporate, community 
and academic research environments.  
 
Panel 
The discussion panel will follow up on Chris Ryan’s key note speech with the intention to 
further enrich the debate on sustainable city development. This panel has been carefully set up 
and each selected panel member represents a relevant area with respect to the subject.  
The panel members are:  

• mr Antoine Crahay, Assistant Director of the Cabinet, Department of City 
Redevelopment Brussels. 

• mr Renaud Chevalier. Director-partner Assar architects. 

• mr Peter Garré, Managing director Bopro. 

• mr Hans Degraeuwe, Managing director Degraeuwe Consulting.  

• mr Jos Teunissen, Director of EMEA real estate and facilities Sybase. 

• mr Kim Verdonck, Head of research, Head of marketing CBRE will be moderator. 
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